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Mo NS the various Labours of Literary Men, there have always 
been certain Fragments whoſe Size could not ſecure them a general 
Exemption from the Wreck of Time, which their intrinſie Merit entitled 
them to ſurvive; but, having been gathered up by the Curious, or thrown 
into Miſcellaneous Collections by Bookſellers, they have been recalled into 
Exiſtence, and by uniting together have defended themſelves from Oblivion. 
Original Pieces have been called in to their Aid, and formed a Phalanx that 
might withſtand every Attack from the Critic to the Cheeſemonger, and 
contributed to the Ornament as well as Value of Libraries. 

With a ſimilar view it is here intended to preſent the Publick with ſome 
valuable Articles of BRITISH ToroGRAPHY, from printed Books and MSS. 
One Part of this Collection will conſiſt of Re- publications of ſcarce and va- 
rious Tracts; another of ſuch MS. Papers as th 
poſſeſſed ef, or. may receive fronutheir Friends. 25 

It is therefore propoſed to publiſh a Number occaſionally, not confined 
to the ſame Price or Quantity of Sheets, nor always adorned with Cuts; 
but paged in ſuch a Manner, that the general Articles, or thoſe belonging 
to the reſpective Counties, may form-a- ſeparate Succeſſion, if there ſhould 
be enough publiſhed, to bind in ſuitable Claſſes ; and each Tract will be 
completed in a ſingle Number... | fi Te 

Into this Collection all Communications conſiſtent with the Plan will 
be received with Thanks. And as no Correſpondent will be denied the 
Privilege of controverting the Opinions of another, ſo none will be denied 
Admittance without a fair and impartial Reaſon. 
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An Hiflorical Account of that venerable Monument of Antiquity 


te TEXTUS ROFFENSIS. 


[Read at the SocttTy of AnTiquarizs, London, June 18, 1767.] 


"1 \HOUGH the hiſtory of a ſingle book may ſeem at firſt 
ſight to be both uncommon and trivial, yet when one con- 


ſiders the antiquity, and the great importance of the monument, 


commonly known by the name of TExTus ROFFENS1s “B; the 


practice of our editors who are ſo careful and induſtrious, as to 
give us an exact account of every ſingle edition of the author 
they publiſh; and, laſtly, what has been lately done by Mr, Webb 


in his pamphlet concerning the record of Domeſday, the follow- 


ing narrative of the compilement, the contents, the fate, hiſtory, 


tranſcripts, and publications of this auguſt and moſt valuable 


remain, may not be altogether inſignificant or diſpleaſing; 
eſpecially as ſome things will ariſe that are very remarkable and 
intereſting. 

I ſuppoſe we may ſafely depend upon Mr. Wharton, like, by 
the favour of the then dean and chapter of Rocheſter, had the 
book in his cuſtody for ſome time, for the author of it. He 
obſerves, that Ernulf *, biſhop of Rocheſter, ſat in that fee from 
A. D. 1114, to A. D. 1124, in the reign of king Henry I. and 


compiled the book, which is written in a very elegant hand, The 


biſhop was very old at the time, not leſs than 80, or 82; for 


In Dugdale's Monaſticon it is called Chronicon Clauſtri Raſfenſis; and biſhop 
Godwin, in | his Life of Ernulfus, ſpeaks of an Hiſtory of the Church of Rocheſter, 
left by Ernulfus, which I ſuppoſe is nothing but the Textus. 

* He is otherwiſe written Arnulf, Arnulph, Farnulph, 


B he 


3: AN HESTORICAL ACCOUNT 


he was 84 when he died, A. D. 11245, and yet the collection 
ſeems to have been made about 1120, according to Dr. Harris, 
in his Biſtory of Kent *, or 1122 according to Mr, Hearne 3, 
and this latter I take to be the truer account; but as to Ernulf's. 
being the author, an 1nfcription in a very antient hand, in the 
iront of the book, ſuppoſed by Mr. Wanley ! to be no leſs than 
400 years old, atteſts the fame, Tex?us de ecclefia Roffen/i per 
Ernuljum epi/copum 5; and it is obſervable, that there is nothing 
in the book of a later date than the time of the prelate here 
. mentioned; for as to the 13 later archbiſhops of Canterbury, 
3 e the 15 later biſhops of Rocheſter, theſe have all been added 
pb. a more modern hand, as appears from the form of the letter, 
and-the difference of the ink; one perſon added the 6 biſhops 
that followed Ernulf in ſucceſſion, and another, more recent, 
has added the 9 following them. To theſe may be added, ſays 
Mr. Wharton, ſome matters relative to the time of the biſhops, 
John and Aſcelin, inſerted after the leaf 203; but all the reſt of 
the book is written in a hand coeval with bithop Ernulph % _ 
In reſpect of the contents of this famous MS. the book con- 
ſiſts of two parts; the firſt containing the laws and conſtitutions 
of the Anglo-Saxon kings, in Latin and Saxon, tranſcribed from 
ancient copies; and the ſecond giving us a regiſter or chartulary 
of the church of Rocheſter, from the autographs, with. ſome 
other matters relating to that cathedral, written in the times of 
Ernulf and his ſucceſſors; but theſe laſt in a later Hand. Biſhop 
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? Hearne in his Prafatio, Wharton, and Gul. Malmſb. p. 234+ a | 
Pag. 32. Dr. Harris though varies from himſelf in this reſpect, for in a note. 
inſerted by him in the original-at Rocheſter, on the reverie of the ſecond leaf, he 


conjectures the text might be compiled A. D. 1115, which is not ſo. credible, 
See his Prafatio, p. xxxv. | 


Dr. Hickes's Theſ. tom. III. p. 273. 
5 Text? de ecce Roffn per Ernulfũ Epm. Mr. Wanley, I. e. 
* Mr. Wharton's Angl. Sacr. tom. I. p. xxx. ſeq. 
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OF THE TEXTUS ROFFENSIS. 2 


Ernulf was a Norman *; and, in regard to the firſt part of 
the work, Mr, Hearne applauds him extremely for his great 
diligence and application, in making himſelf maſter of the 


Saxon language then growing into diſuſe, and his commendable 


care in preſerving and perpetuating this momentous code. The 
above ſhort account of the contents is taken from Mr. Wanley, 
in whom may be ſeen, by thoſe who are deſirous of it, a very 
exact lift of all the articles that compoſe the firit part, with a 
general repreſentation ſuperadded of what is to be found in the 
ſecond. I ſhall content myſelf with giving the following ab- 
breviation from Mr. Wharton; The laws of Ethelbert, Alfred, 
Guthrun, Edward the Elder, Edmund, and Ethelred, in Saxon =. 
© The exorciſm of, the Ordeal, the laws of K. Cnut, the con- 
© ſtitutions. of William I. Extracts from the decrees of the Popes, 
© the inſtitutions of K. Henry I. A. D. 1101, the ſucceſſion of 
© the Popes and Emperors, of the Patriarchs of Jeruſalem, and 
© the other four patriarchal ſees *, the names of the archbiſhops 
© and biſhops of England, from the time of Auguſtin the monk, 
« diſtributed according to their ſees, in Latin. Fudicia Civitatis 
London , the genealogy of K. Edward the Confeſſor from 
© Adam, the genealogies of all the kings of the Heptarchy from 
© Adam 5, in Saxon. The privileges, charters, and ordinances 
© of the church of Rocheſter, in Latin and Saxon.“ Biſhop 


* Whoever deſires a further account of him may conſult Malmſbury, Mr. 
Hearne's Preface, p. xiv. and Appendix, N' I. II. III. IV. Wharton, A S. tom. I. 
F, 33. Biſhop Tanner's Biblioth. Gunton's Hiſtory of Peterborough, Cave's Hiſt. 

It. &c. x 

* Theſe are far from being all. 

3 Rather he other three, for there were but 5 in all, and thoſe of Rome and 
Jeruſalem are mentioned before. However, there are only two in the original, Alex- 


andria and Antioch. 


+ Theſe are laws of K. Athelſtanz they are extant in Brompton inter X Script. 

col. 852, and in Wilkins; fee alſo biſhop Nicolſon's Hiſt, Libr. p. 134. 
5 1, e. they are carried up to Woden, who in the former is carried up to Adam, 
B 2 Nicolſon's 
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Nicolſon's account of this matter is ſtill ſhorter 5 but, as he 
mentions ſome things nevertheleſs, omitted by Wharton, I ſhall 
inſert it. It furniſhes us,” ſays he, with the laws of four 
« Kentiſh kings (Ethelbert, Hlothere, Eadred *, and Withred) 
« omitted by Lambard *, together with the Saxon form of oaths 
© of fealty, and wager of law; the old form of curſing by bell, 
© book, and candle; of Ordale, &c.' 3 
I enter now upon the fate, hiſtory, tranſcripts, and impreſ- 
fions. of this book, and its parts. | 
The firſt perſon that made any uſe of our MS. ſince the re- 
ſtoration of learning,, was that great reviver of Saxon literature, 
Lawrence Nowell archdeacon of Derby, and dean of Lichfield. 
The famous Kentiſh antiquary William Lambarde was a diſciple 
of his in the Saxon tongue, of which he is reckoned the ſecond 
reſtorer *; and the dean having made certain tranſcripts from the 
Textus, imparted them to him, giving him withal other aſſiſtance, 
and the uſe of his: notes, towards the completing his Archæo- 
nomia 5 ; he alſo gave him his Vocabularium Saxonicum *, and 
died A. D. 1577 *. 
The abovementioned Mr. Lambarde publiſhed his Archzo- 
nomia, A. D. 1568, in quarto, wherein are various tranſcripts 
from this MS. But theſe, as Dr. Hickes. has clearly ſhewn *, were 
not copied by him from the original book, which he did. not ſee 
till the year 1573, when his name occurs in the margin of it, as. 


* Eadrie, as I ſuppoſe. 

Meaning in the Archzonomia.. 

Nicolſon, Hift. Libr. p. 134. 

Wood, Hiſt. & Antiq. Lib. II. p. 216. 

Wood, Ath. I col. 186. 

Tanner, Bibl. p. 534. 

7 Biſhop Tanner ſays, 1576; but ſee Dr. Br. Willis's Cath. tom. I. p. 400. 
Mr. Wood is doubtful where he is buried, unleſs at Lichfield ; but Dr. Willis rather 
thinks it was at Weſton in Derbyſhire. | 

* Hickes, Epiſt, to Sir Barth, Shower in zd tome of his Theſ. p. 88. : 
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it does in various places, but they were put into his hands by 
his preceptor the dean of Lichfield, and he publithed them in. 


this volume with his own Engliſh tranflation. 


Archbiſhop Matthew Parker, and his Afſhiſtant John TJoſceline ', 
appear next to have uſed our Ms. for the Antiq. Brit. Eccleſ. 
being printed A. 1572. Lib. Rog. is often cited in the margin. 

Afterwards, A. D. 1576, Mr. Lambarde's firſt edition of the 
Perambulation of Kent appeared; and there we have an extract 
printed from our MS. concerning the maintenance and ſupport 


of Rocheſter Bridge, in Saxon and Latin; the Saxon being alſo-- 


tranſlated by him into modern Englith *. It occurs alſo in 
Elitob's tranſcript to be mentioned below, and in Mr. Hearne's- 
Appendix, p. 379. Archdeacon Denne has alſo tranſcribed the Latin 
part into his copy of Hearne's edition; and you have the Latin, 
Saxon, and Engliſh, in Dr. Harris's Hiſtory of Kent, p. 260. Mr. 
Lambarde cites the MS. again, p. 271. 317. and 343. of this 


* 


firſt edition. He has alſo there printed Brihtric's will, p. 357, 
from it, though he has not noted that, and has given us an 
Engliſh tranſlation of it. This curious monument has likewiſe: 
appeared in Dr. Hickes's Theſaurus 3, botle in Saxon and Latin; 
in Hearne's Textus Roffenſis, p. 110, you have the Saxon part, 


Of whom, ſee the Hiſtory of Lambeth Palace. 


was publiſhed A. 1596. which is an enlarged, and the beſt edition. 


and in the preface, p. xxv. the Saxon with Mr. Lambarde's Engliſh: 
verſion; as likewiſe in Dr. Harris's Hiſtory of Kent, p. 201. 

A. D. 1623, Mr. Selden publiſhed the Monkiſh: Hiſtorian: 
Eadmer; and in the Spicilegium, 197, has printed from this: 
Ms. the famous pleading at Pinnenden Heath, near Maidſtone in 
Kent (now called Pickenden Heath), between archbiſhop Lan- 
franc and Odo biſhop of Baieux, in Latin. This hath: been: 
many times reprinted ſince, as by Sir William Dugdale in his. 


* Perambul, p. 30), ſeq. edit. 1576. The Author's 2d Edition of this. book 
Tom. II. in Epiſt. ad Barth, Shower, p. 51, See allo tom, III. p. 241. 
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Origines Jurid. Mr. Wharton, in Anglia Sacra, tom. I. p. 334; 
and laſtly, by Dr. Harris, in his Hiſtory of Kent, p. 50. 


A. D. 1626, came out the firſt part of Sir Henry Spelman's 
Gloſſary; and therein he inſerted from this MS. the old form of 


excommunication, or curſing by bell, book, and candle *. This 
appears alſo in Mr. Hearne's edition of the Textus, p. 55. 

The book, after this, was in the utmoſt danger of being 
ſecreted, and finally eſtranged from the church, before half of 
it had been either printed or tranſcribed ; one Leonard, a doctor 
or phyſick, had got it into his hands, and kept it two years; 


but the dean, Walter Balcanqual, and the chapter, getting ſcent | 
of the purloiner, beſtirred themſelves, and at lait recovered 
their MS. but not without a bill in chancery. Concerning this 


tranſaction, the following note is now entered on the 2d leaf: 
© Venerandum hoc antiquitatis monumentum per integrum bien- 
* nium defideratum, ſurreptore tandem detecto, ac reſtitutionem 
* ſtrenue negante, decreto ſupreme curiæ, quam cancellariam 
© vocant, non exiguis hujus eccleſi ſumptibus, recuperavit, red- 
* dique priſtinis dominis curavit Gualterus Balcanqual hujus 
© eccleſiz decanus anno poſt natum incarnatum 1633.“ This 
memorandum, which is alſo copied by Mr. Wanley in Dr. 
Hickes's Theſ. tom. III. p. 273. is now paſted on the 2d folio, 
and is probably the hand-writing of dean Balcanqual ; it is alſo: 
anew tranſcribed with the following note, This is written on the 
wooden cover of this book, and thence copied by F. H. D. D. P. R. 
that is, John Harris, D. D. Prebendary of Rocheſter. It appears 
clearly from Hearne's Preface, p. vi. that Dr. Leonard was the 
pilferer, for he had the book in his keeping, A. D. 1032. | 


We read there, In dentibus mordacibus, in labris, five molilus; and ſo Mr. Hearne 
gives it alſo, p. 58. but certainly we ought to read, in glabris five molaribus. It is 
the fault of the original ſcribe, for Dr. Denne has not corrected it in his book to 


Whilſt 


be mentioned below, 
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- Whilſt the book was in Dr. Leonard's cuſtody ', Sir Edward 
Dering, the firſt baronet, of the family, a gentleman of great 


Parts and learning, and of immenſe application, made a tran- 


ſcript with his own hand * of the whole of this book, that had 
not been already printed, or was not expected to be printed , 


which will be agam mentioned below; and this he did with a 
public-ſpirited deſign of having it paſs the preſs. Sir Edward's. 


hand is ſeen often in the margin of the original book; and from. 
one place it appears, that he had recourſe to the book, A. D. 
1644, the very, year he died, and after the MS. had been re- 
covered into the hands of the dean and chapter. | 
The firſt volume of Sir Henry Spehwan's Councils. came out: 
A. D. 1639; wherein he has inſerted feveral tranſcripts from 


this MS, but it is a a queſtion whether he ever ſaw the original; 


in relation to K. Wihtred's laws) I further learned, that Sir HI. 


« Spelman did moſt probably never view the MS. itſelf, For there 


are ſome miſtakes ſo very groſs, that none uſed: to the reading 


of Saxon monuments could poſſibly be guilty of them. The 
© tranſcript from which he publithed them ſeems, to have been 
made by ſome one that was a ſtranger to the Saxonic letters 4. 
A. D. 1640, John de Laet, a celebrated ſcholar of Antwerp, 
tranſlated the laws of Ethelbert, Hlothere and Eadrie, into Latin. 


He never ſaw the original, but had a tranſcript ſent him by Sir 
Henry Spelman ; and the original Saxon, with its verſion, may 


be ſeen in Dr. Hickes's Theſaurus 5.. Th 
: Hearne's Prxfat. p. v. 
80 I underſtand Mr. Hearne, 
3 However, there were many things in this wander that had been already pub- 
Vſhed, as appears trom Hearne's edition of it. | 
* Johnſon's Pref. to Collection of Laws, &c. p. iii. 
Tom. II. in the Diſſent. Epiſt. p. 88, ſeq. 


Abraham 
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Abraham Whelock, Arabic Profeſſor and public Librarian at 
Cambridge, reprinted Mr. Lambarde's Archæonomia, A. 1644, 
in folio. He had the uſe of a copy of Mr. Lambarde's edition, 
amended in various places by the editor *, and moreover made 
ſeveral additions to the wor. 

I ſuppoſe it might be about the time that Mr. Somner collated 
Sir Henry Spelman's firſt volume of Councils, in the articles taken 
from the Tex!us, with the original; for that he compared the 
printed book therewith, we learn from Mr. Johnſon * and biſhop 
Kennet's Life of Mr. Somner . The volume ſo emended by him 
1s now 1n the library of the church of Canterbury, and has been 
made uſe of by Dr. Wilkins. | 

During the time of the grand rebellion, biſhop Nicolſon ſup- 
poſes, this book was wiſely committed to the care of Sir Roger 


Twyſden, one of the learned editors of the X Scriptores ; for in 
His cuſtody, he ſays, he found it often referred to by Sir William 


Dugdale, in a work which he compoſed during theſe troubles “. 
A. D. 1655, the firſt volume of Sir William Dugdale's Mo- 
naſticon came out, wherein Mr. Dodſworth and he have made 


good wie of our MS. TEN n 


A. D. 1664, the ſecond edition: of Sir H. pelt Gloſſary 


was publiſhed; this contained the entire work, of which the 


former part had been corrected and enlarged by the author; and 

m the new, or ſecond part, are inſerted the forms of the ordeal 

trials, from our MS. which were alſo in Sir Edward Dering's 

tranſcript, and have ſince appeared both in Mr, Hearne's edition 

of that tranſcript, and in Mr. Browne's Faſciculus to be mentioned 

below. It ought to be here noted, that though this ſecond part of 
Hickes's Theſ. ibid. p. 87. 


Johnſon's Pref. to Collection of Laws, & c. p. ii. 


* Biſhop Kennet's Life of Mr. Somner, | refixed. to. Sc mner's Roman ports and 
forts, p. 89. 


* He means Sir William's Orig. Jurid, See Nic. Hiſt. Libr, p. 134. 1 
the 
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the Uldffar y did not appear till anno 1664 yeti it was compiled 

at) the time the firſt part was, as we are informed * the en 

to the laſt and beſt edition, printed A. D. 1687. 

D. 1666, Sir William Dugdale's Originer Furidiciates up- 

peared, into which he copied from our MS. as mentioned above, 

the famous: pleading. at Pinnenden Heath, having made uſe of 

the! MS. whilſt it was lodged in the hand of Sir Roger Twyſden. 

Mx. Edward Browne, the worthy and learned rector of Sun- 

drich in Kent, reprinted the Faſciculus rerum expetendarum et 
fugiendarum, anno 1689, in folio; and in the Appendix, or vol. 

II. p. 903, the Officum Ordalii 18 | 0045 oak as N * 

from the original WW. 

A. D. 1691, Mr. Wharton publiſhed his Anglia Weng in two 

tome folio. The dean and chapter of Rocheſter intruſted him 

withi their MS. to Lambeth, where Mr. Wharton then refided 

as chaplain to archbiſhop Sancroft, and from thence he has 
trariſmitted into his firſt volume, p. 329, ſeq. whatever was ſuit- | 
able'!to' his preſent deſign; 3 "ne this was the firſt een of ' 
this part.of the MS. z 

In the ſame year, came out Dr. Gale's H. A. Brit. Sax. Anglo 

Dania Scriptores XV. and p. 792. he has inſerted from our own | 

MS. Genealogias per partes in Britannia regum regnari, which he 

ſtyles a rare monument, formerly tranſcribed by him from this 

very ancient book. Charles Bertram, of Copenhagen, has ſince 
reprinted theſe Genealogies from Dr. Gale's edition, in his Brit. 

Gent. Hiſt. antiq. Scriptores Tres, printed at Copenhagen, anno 

1757 *. A part of theſe genealogies appear alſo in Hearne's 
edition of Sir Edward Dering's Tranſcript, p. 60, and the whole- 

of them in that Tranſcript which was made by the Elſtobs. See: 

below. 3 


* 


* See above, A. D. 1664. 
See the Preface prefixed there to Nennius. 
og "14 
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Dr. Hickes, in the ſecond tome of his Theſaurus publiſhed: 
anno 1703, obliged the world with his famous Difertatio' Epifto- 
laris ad Bartbolomeum Showere. The doctor was a perſon of 
great accuracy, and had recourſe to the original, MS. not only 
for the pieces already mentioned, but likewiſe for ſeverat- 
others, which he has given us in that excellent epiſtleQ. 

In 1705, Mr. Humphrey Wanley's large Catalogue of the: 
northern books, both printed and MS. came out, making the 
third volume to Dr. Hickes's Theſaurus; and here, p. 273. ſ q. 
we have a liſt of all the articles contained in our MS. as men- 
tioned above, from his own ocular inſpection. 

A.D. 1712. the MS. was at London, and, I imagine, for the 
uſe of Dr. Harris, who was prebendary of Rocheſter, and was- 
then upon his Hiſtory of Kent; for though this work did not: 
appear till anno 1719, yet he had begun it, as he tells us, eight 
years before. Mr. Johnfon was deſirous of collating Sir H. 
Spelman's edition of K. Wihtred's laws, with the original, but 
in a complaining ftrain tells ns; That noble MS. was not. at: 
© home in its proper repoſitory, during the whole time that I was. 
© compoſing this work *.” The work came out A. D. 1720, being 
his Collection of Laws, 8c. However, the MS. was now ut. 
London; for the rev. Mr. William Elſtob, and his ſiſter Mrs. 
Elizabeth Elſtob, employed one James Smith, a boy of ten years 
old, to make a tranſcript for them, in folio, of ſuch parts ef, 
the Ms. as had not been before publiſhed . This tranſcript: 
the brother and ſiſter collated and examined together, and it 
was finiſhed x kal. June, or 23 May, 1712, being very fairly 
written in three months time; and a very extraordinary per- 
formance it is for ſuch a boy. Every page of it anſwers to the 
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Mr. Johnſon's general preface to his Collection of Laws, &c. 
There are ſome things nevertheleſs in this tranſcript that had been printed 

before, as is noted above in ſeveral places. 
pages 
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pages of the, original book : and as what it contains more than 
the Dering. tranſcript, printed by Mr. Hearne will be noted here- 
after; I ſhall only obſerve here, that this tranſcript, on the death 
of Mr. Elſtob, came into the hands of his uncle, Dr. Charles 
Elſtob, prebendary of Canterbury; and when he died, it was 
purchaſed with the reſt of Mr. William Elſtob's Saxon tranſcripts 
by Mr., Joſeph Ames, ſecretary to the Society of Antiquaries at 
London; and I bought it at his auction, anno 1760.1 

But this Mr. William Elſtob, and his learned ſiſter, being per- 
ſons. not generally known, though both of them exceedingly 
eminent in their way, I ſhall here inſert a ſhort account of them, 
from the papers of the ſiſter, who, about the year 1738, compiled 
a brief Narrative of her own and her brother's Life, and gave 
it in her own hand-writing to Mr. George Ballard, whom we 
ſhall often have occaſion to mention hereafter, and at whoſe re- 
queſt, ſhe drew it up. Dr. Nathanael Wetherell, the worthy 
maſter of Univerſity College, was ſo fortunate as to find the nar- 
rative among Mr. Ballard's MSS. in the Bodleian Library, and 
ſent a tranſcript of it to the honourable and right reverend the 
Lord Biſhop of, Carliſle, who was pleaſed to communicate it to 
me, in order to enable me to give the following authentic, though 
contracted, account. 

William Elſtob was born January the firſt, ſixteen hundred 
and ſeventy-<three,- at Newcaſtle upon Tyne. He was the ſon of 
Ralph Elſtob *, merchant in that place, who was deſcended from 
a very ancient family in the biſhoprick of Durham“; as appears 


5 


not only from their pedigree in the Heralds Office, but from 
ſeveral writings now in the family, one of which is a grant from 
William de la More, maſter of the Knights Templars, to Adam 


war. 2. 


* By Jane his wife; Mrs. Elſtob's own Life. S. P. 


* 'See the notes on the Homily on St. Gregory's Day, p. 17- The name is alſo 
there accounted for, p. 16. S. P. 
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d Hneſtob, in the year thirte@ Hundred Ard Faxiry o bohlen 


of their paying twenty-four Millings'to theit Houſe! at Sotto, 
ef fue ſenuo ns Converts ad curlum ſuum d Fexdene ils: 12915 3 


William had the earlieſt part of his education a0, Neweants * * 
fromi then& at about eleven years of age he removed” th Eat 
where he continued five years. From Eaton; 'by the advice) WE! 
att- uncle, who Was his guardian s, he Was plüced ar Catherine 
Hall in Cambridge, i a ftation below his birth and fortune. 
THis; and the dir nor agreeing With his conſtitution, which Was 
canſutmptive, was the occafion'of ' His renova to GueE S College; 
Oxford, under the tuition of Pr. Maugl, whefe Re WAA N cor 
moner, and continued till he was elected felloW ok Umverfity 
College, by the Team of Dr. Chalet,” maſter of chat 
college, Dr. Hudſon,” c. . % f Ol 3. 

In ſeventeen hundred Andere ewas by the deafi FCN ter! 
of Canterbury preferited to the. Urffed Pariſhes of St/Swithin ànd 
St. Mary Bothaw, im Laticlon 5, Here, after he had ifcharged 
the duty of a faithful and orthodox paſtor, with great Patience 
and reſignation, after a long and tfingering illnefs, he exchanged 
his life for à better, on ep 4 Nrärch 1 third [ſeventtet 


hundred and fourteeti-fifteen ®;- 1 DD IANS ON DTD FATE! 
* I ſhould ſuppoſe fro hence that 7, grant. ran, 0 adam de Efreft6h 1 1 bis 
heirs. 8. P. 7 GA eilt // 


Where his father was 5 ſheriff, zan 685. n Hiflory: of Neweaſtle, 
p. 243. 8 


3 Charles Elſtob, D. D. who was inflled-ptebendty of'Cttiterbury; anno 1685, 
and there died, anno 1721. S. I It ni whireeet 101019908 VISU 4 
He removed to Univerſity College, 2 3 ; = 1696, and Was elected Fellow the 
_ year, being then Bachelor of Arts. Jane 8, 169 7, he took the degree of Maſter. 
Catalogue of Graduates ar Oxford, 1727, SVG. S. P. 
: By the procurement, no doubt, of his.uncle the prefendagy: St. Mary, Botha,” 
after the fire of London, was united to St. Abad ; and as the dean oy chapter 
of Canterbury were patrons of the former, and the Salters Company of the latter, 
the rwo incorporations have ah, alternate patronage, and the furn at this time was 
in the dean and chapter; the livings together are reputed at 1 4ol. per annum. S.P. 


* And was buried in the chancel of 85 Swithin's Church, London, under the 
communion table, 8. P. 


1 Mrs. 
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Ribs. lte forced lr. Hallafd by letter, that her brother 
weng Chapfter te WAH am Nicolon, bintep ö G arlifle *,” Nicotfon 
was confeerated” 14 June, 1702, and it'wis probably ſoon after 
thaty chat Ae was appointed chaplain, but I imagine he was ohly 
titularly, and not domeſtically ſo, However, in February 1713, 
upon a Pteſpect of WYatatey at Lincolt's Hun, on the promotion 
of. Dv. Francis Gafttel' to che ee öfl C Hefter, Ye ſolicited” lord 
chief juſtice Parker for his intereſt, that he os. 20 be appointed 
pretcher there. He intithates i his Tetter *, that he had not 
nete with Tuccefs inthe wr infirerable to His nierits; 3 and it is 
certàiſi he had Not; or Wab he more fortunate” in the 1 
apphration. THe Macke WRITE the lady gives of her brother, | 
and/which the'lr&&itkr would provably like war: Þ to receive in her 
o WIr Words runs üs? 1888 485 85 
582 To bis pretits; ile they Hved, he was à moſt d fur ſon, 

c affectionatè to His telätiohtz a Hoſt ſincers friend; very chari- | 
table to the pobr, 4 kind maſter to his ſervants, and generous 
5 all, which Was his 'preatelt fault. He was of ſo ſweet a 
© terfiper, that tardly' any thing could make him ſhiew his reſent- 
ment, but whert any thing was ſaid or done te the prejudice of 

4 religion, or difad vantage of his country. N 

He had what might juſtly be called an univerſal genius, no 
arts or ſtiences being deſpited by him; he had a particular 
: genius for languages, and was a miſter of- the Greek and 
1 Latin; of' the latter he was eſteemed * god judge, and to 
© write * With great purity ; nor was he ignorant of the Oriental 
$ lang uiges, as well as: the Septentrional. He was a ea lover | 


— | # $ $54.6; 
511 Hin 910; 12801 „2e . 18 f 


l Ballard's addition to Mrs. Fltob's. account afs ber ce ile ein 

In the letter he wrote to the lord chief juſtice on the occaſion, which is now in 

the. hands of: my 1 7 iging friend Thomas Aſtle, eſgz; he ohlerxes, he had been 
a. Preacher 1 in eity eleven years, and diligent in his proteliion, as well as la- 

© borious in other matters, without ſeeking or tinding ſuch aſſiſtances as are Þoth - 

, * uſeful and neceilary to ſuch as converſe with books,” 


2 
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cf the antiquities of. other countries, but more eſpecially thoſe 
c of, our OWN, having been at the pains, and expences of viſiting, 
c "moſt of the: places in this nation that are remarkable either for 


<< natural or antient. curioſities, architecture. Paintings, Pr: 
* ture, c. | 8 Ran 


| 13. a00% 41 


I What time he as ſpare from the ſtudy of divinity, was 
= ſpent, chiefly in the. SO. learning, in PIN: he Was a Sent 
« proficient. of | 
Mrs. Elſtob, after "this a to give A detail of her 
brother's Works; ; but as ſhe is very ſhort upon this ſuhject, and 
indeed has not mentioned them all, I ſhall here, exhibit an en- 
larged deſcription of them, partly from. my -own: obſervations, 
and the information of Dr. Wetherell, but principally from Mr. 
Ballard's MS. Preface to his own 'tranſcript of king Alfred's 
' Anglo-Saxon verſion of Oroſius, communicated to me by the 
moſt benevolent and public-ſpirited. biſhop of Carliſle. 

Mr. Elſtob was a perſon extremely well verſed in the Saxon 
tongue, and being then reſident in college, the very learned 
Dr. Hickes ſolicited him to give a Latin tranſlation of the Saxon 
Homily of Lupus, and prevailed. The original, with the Latin 
verſion, is inſerted by the doctor in his Epiſtolary Diſſertation 
abovementioned, p. 99. ſeg. The Epiſtle Dedicatory to Doctor 
Hickes, thereunto prefixed, is dated Univerſity College, v Id. 
or 9 Auguſt, 17 0.; Mr. Elſtob being then joint tutor in the 
College with Dr. Clavering, late biſhop of: Peterborough, and i in 
poſſeſſion of a tranſcript of the original Saxon made by Junius, 
to which he hath not onty added the Latin verſion beforemen- 
tioned, but alſo many excellent notes. He ſtyles It * the firſt fruits 
„ of his labours an the Saxon tongue.” 


1 A L renin er Antiquitate Septentrionali præclare eruditus Willielmus Eſtob 
Collegii Univerfitatis apud Oxonienſes ſocius digniſſimus. Hickeſius, in Diſſert. 


E piſt. P · 90. 
Mr. 
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VM. Elftob was author bf * An Eſſay on the great affinity and 


mutual agreement of the two profeſſions of Divinity and Law, 
and on the joint intereſt of Church and State, in vindication of 


the Clergy's concerning themſelves in Political Matters.“ Lond. 


92 pages 8 vo. To this, his friend Dr. Hickes wrote a Preface 


of two pages, on which occaſion I may be allowed to ob- 
ſerve, that he maintained an intimacy and correſpondence alſd 


with the learned Mr. Humphrey Wanley , was well known to 


Dr. John Batteleyy archdeacon of Canterbury, and to Sir Andrew 


Fountaine, who, reciting the names of thoſe that trad furniſhed 


him with Saxon coins for bis tables, ſpeaks of: Mr. Elſtob in the 


following terms: Nec non reverendus magiſter-Elſtob, qui pro 
© eximia ſua humanitate mihi communicavit Iconas nummorum, 
* quos ipſe habet Sa onicorum et ' quidem..rariſhmoruns; atque 


vetiam copiam mihi fecit nummorum, quos poſſidèt reverendus 


„C. (lege F.) Batteley archidiaconus- Cantuarienſis; ſed dolendum 
*eſt, hoſce omnes ad me haud prius delatos- eſſe, quam exculptæ 


© fuerint tabulæ; nec interim licere eoſdem commodeè tabulis in- 
v ſerere; cum fuerint omnes nummi regis Ethelredi; modo unum 
*-excipias qui erat Ethelſtani, et quatuor qui erant Edmundi 3, 
To the above learned authors and antiquaries, I may add the 
great lawyers, John Forteſcue Aland, Eſq; and lord chief juſtiee 
Parker . As to Mr. Strype, Mr. Elſtob ſeems to have cultivated 

| | By % 106 an 


Thoreſby, Ducat Leod. p. 129. and the MS: Life by Mrs. Eſtob. Hence he 
ſays to lord chief juſtice Parker in the letter above. mentioned: Your lordſhipꝰ 
* kind opinion of the reſpect I have for the Engliſh laws. will, I.hope, make this 


* addreſs at leaſt not impertinent.” Indeed his ſentiments on this head are moſt 
evident from his defign hereafter. to be mentioned, of .publiſhing, a new edition of 


Hie calls Mr. Wanley in the MS. Oroſius mentioned below, Amicus naſter per- 


Univerſity College. See Hickes Theſ. III. p. go. 8 


Sir Andrew Fountaine, in Diſſert. epiſtol. premiſf. tabulis numm. Sax. p. 166. 


* He begins the letter to lord chief juſtice. Parker thus: Tour lordſhip was 


* pleafed to do me a great deal of honour when I was permitted to wait upon you 
* with. 
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an early ,acquaintange, Wit hn: le cqmmanicatedr to. Mr. 
Eiſtob a copy of an inedited.epifile of Rog ſchams , and 
| 1:1&ab in return tranſlated for him the mutälated. Diſegurſe of. Sir 
| J ohn Cheke on Superſtitian , Printefl, it Mr. Elſtob's letter to 
| Mr, Stry pe, -prefiged $0,StrypeS-bite of,. CHñ ke. 
Before Mr. Elſtob left Oxford, heiprinted a neat, edition of 
the celebrated Roger Aſcham' Ss Epiſtles; to n he ſubjoined 
[ the letters of. John Starmins, : Heron. Oſorius, and: others, to 
| Aſcham and other Engliſh gentlemen, Oxford, 17035; 804, He 
| dedicates it to Robert Heath, Bſq; his Familiar friend, to whom 
he had been aſſiſtant in bis ſtudies, 1 ey none rh 

Soon after he was ſettled in his are at London, he pub- 
. liſhed, A Sermon upon the Thankſgiving for the Victory ob- 
| « tained, by her Majeſty's forges, and thoſe of hep allies, over 
| q the French and Bayarians near Hochſtet, under the conduct 


of his Grace the Duke of Marlborough... London, 1794 The 
text was Pſ. CHI, 10. Alfo, , 55 TIO 9160 


A Sermon on the Anniverſary Thankſgiving for Hier Majeſty" $ 
* 3 Acceſſion tojthe Throne. Londons 1a 704 The text 
| T Tim. ii, 1, 2. 9 101-521: 1615 11453 
| Sir John Cheke. tranſlated Plutarch's books on Superſtition into 
| Latin, and, premiſed a, Diſcourſe, of his own upon that ſubject 
in- the Latin tongue. A caſtrated copy of this Diſcourſe,” after it 
= had lain long in obſcurity, was diſcovered by Mr. Elſtob in the 
|| Library of, Univerſity College; and he, as Mr. Strype tells us, 
| | not only courteouſly tranſcribed: it for mis uſe, but alſo volun- 
3 tarily took the pains of tranſlating it into En gliſh'*. The verſion 


| 7 with Mr. Forteſcue; the learned converſation, and kind treatment, and Generous 
promiſes of favour, by which you then made me your : $ debtor, Fall for 
| * my largeſt acknowledgment, &c, | | | 


BY Elſtob's edition o f Aſcham's Epiſtles, | P. 379. 
2 Ses below. See the Dedication. 


| | 4 Advertiſement prefixed to d s Life hoy Sir TY Cheke. ENT: fg 
| 8 92221 19 23899 } 1 £2372 189 U l 18 
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ig-accordingly:{priated [at:;the:endcof:Strope's Lier of Sire john 
Oneke, Loridon, Lyn SVO. N Theres a partisulht conctr hiag 
this piece of Cheke's, wlüch is well worth noting $3: ſeveral:pdges, 
believed to contain the arguments of the author againſt; the 
various ſuperſtitions of the Church f Rope ate MWanting ia /the 
and Mr. Elſtob, wha: always entertained a thwrough 

sftation of the Popith: innovations: in religion, ſuppoſes with 
reaſon, that thoſe ſheets were ſurreptitiouſtiyctaken out of the 
work by the famous Obadiah Walker, when he was maſter of 
Univerſity College, and had power over the MS. in the reign of 
king James II. The Papiſts, as he adler ved being Eu ee 
for their clean conveyances that way *. Ion 10 tool > 

In 1709, his Latin verſion of the Saxon Homily: on 8. | 
Gregory's Day, which he preſented to his learned ſiſter! in a 4 
ſhort Latin epiſtle, was r e end of: her a of 1 
the Saxon original. -.  2'denls een | 


© Mr. Elſtob has — nit; 15 Wy are e the words of Mr. Bal 
lard, the larger devotions which the Saxons made uſe of at 
* that time in their own language, which from probable con= - | 
© jeftures he fancies was the performance either af Elfric::atch+ i 

© biſhop of Canterbury, or of Wolfſtan archbiſhop. of York 3, = 
And to ſhew the world that they did not contain any thing but | 
© what is pure and orthodox, he has. obliged the . with 3 q 
faithful tranſlation of them _ j| 
We are informed by his accompliſhed ſiſter, that Mr. Eiſtob 
had made a collection of materials towards a hiſtory of his na- 
tive place; that he had collected a vaſt number of proper 


: Elſtob's Letter to Strype, in Strype's Life of Cheke, where by Ob. is meant 
Obadiab Walker, as is evident from p. 


At the end of the firſt volume of 1 Hickes's Letters which paſſed berween 
him and a Popiſh prieſt. London, 1715, 8vo. | 

See Mr. Elſtob's Letter to Dr. Hickes, prefixed to the Devotions, 

4 wa Ballard's MS. Preface to Oroſius, mentioned above. 
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* names of men and women formerly uſed in northern countries; 
and that he likewiſe wrote an Eſſay concerning the Latin tongue, 
with a ſhort account of its hiſtory and uſe, for the encourage- 
ment of ſuch adult perſons to ſet upon the learning of it, Who 
haveieither neglected) br been frightened from receiving the 
benefit of that kind of) education in their infancy; to which is 
added, ſome advice for the moſt eaſy and ſpeedy attainment of 
it. What is become of the two collections above-mentioned, is 
uncertain, and not very material; but as Mr. Elſtob was a moſt 
| excellent Latiniſt, his obſervations on that language muſt have 
| been highly acceptable to the au _ one has reaſon to _— 
the loſs of them. 

But the moſt confiderable of Mr. Elftob's iefigris was an om 
of the Saxon Laws, of which Mr. Ballard writes thus: Mr. 
6 Elftob had fpent: much time and pains in preparing for the 
* preſs a very valuable edition of all the Saxon Laws, both in 
© print and manuſcripts, of which learned: performance, there is 
a great character given both by Dr. Hickes in his dedication 
© prefixed to his firſt volume of Sermons, and by John Forteſcue 
Aland, eſq; in his preface to the book of ab/o/ute. and unlimited 
Monarcbhy. But as the propo als for that work are fallen into 
© my hands; and as they will give a more perfect idea of the 
« performance, I will here add a tranſcript of. hem. 


ISLES 3 U _ „ 


* 
5 
; 
x 
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6 „ Propofalf 1 in order to a new edition of the Saxon Laws. ö 


N 


1 1. That thoſe Laws. which Mr. Lambarde and Mr. Whelock 
« publiſhed, be publiſhed again more correctly. Ge” 
II. That the Laws of king Etheberht,. with thoſe of Edric 
and Hlotharius, and Whatever elſe of that kind is to be met 
with, either in the Texzus Rofenſis, or in any other ancient MSS. 
6 judged proper to be Inſerted, be alſo added, 


Read limited, 2 
0 III. That 
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II. That that of J. Brompton, and the madft ancient iDranſ- 
J lations, be conſidered 2996 HH ge and; if, n gor ve 
5 nient, be likewiſe printed. # 10 yqo3 a n 918m : 23 
Iv. That an entire new Lao. tranſlation. be added of mw 
P yg 1093/0) $7} f EM 6 mont nis Feninng} 10 21 | 

v. That ſuch various veel referencess 2nd anngtations 3 
© of. learned men, viz. Spelman, Selden, Junius, D'Ewes, Laet, k 
© Hickes, 8c. be adjoined, as ſhall ſerye to illuſtrate the work; | 
with what other mn occur to the editor, untouched, by | 
© theſe learned men. 2A 0 of; 10 „40 
VI. A general preface, giving an account of the! original 
* and progreſs of the Engliſh Laws to the N arman — 
and thence to Magna Charta. | 

* VII. That there be particular W giving 15 far. an 1 
account of the ſeveral kings, as concerned their ee 4a 55 

VIII. An addition of proper gloſſaries and indexes - 1 


The death of Mr. Elſtob prevented, as Mr. Ballard rays; the 
publication of this uſeful performance, concerning which, ſee 
Mr. Thoreſby's Ducatus Leod. p. 129. and Dr. Wilkins's Pref. | 
ad Leges Sax. But this is the leſs to be lamented, as the learned 
Dr. David Wilkins, prebendary of Canterbury, has ſince obliged 
the world with a work of the ſame kind, as will be mentioned ' 
hereafter; and yet I think Mr. Elſtob's deſign promiſed to be j 
more copious and large than the DoUwry; Ray in reſpect 
of annotation and elucidation. 

He was prevented alſo by death in another project, which was 
to give us king AÆlfred's paraphraſtical Saxon verſion of the | 
Latin Hiſtorian Oroſius. Notice of this. intention we have from [ 
15 Hickes, who, ſpeaking of Mr. Elſtob, ſays, Alfredi R. L 

qui verſionem Oroſii libri | 
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: Mr, Ballard's MS. Preface cited above, . 1941 
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cer Urmnettu : Yiunury! Deo fafpirants; Iterario brbi Aliquando 
etiam ddrurui . Onr author ad proceeded ſo far iti this' work 
as to make a fair copy of it with his own hand in che Bodleian 
Eibraty, ahho 2698, hen he was very young, from a tran- 
ſcript of Junius's taken from a MS. in the Cotton Library, Ti- 
berius'Bc' Dre Marſhabafterwaris collaied / Idnius's tranſcript 
with the MS- ( inithe Lauderdale Library, which had formerly 
belonged to Dr. Dee; and Mr. Elſtob's' copy is collated with the 
NMS. in the Goten bs adty; and there is alſo mention in the ſaid 
copy of the Hatton MS. But this work, though it had been ſo 
jung and ſo well" prepared , Was never put to the preſs, but 
came into the hands of Mr. Joſeph Ames, at whoſe auction I 
bought it. Here it may be pertinent to note, that Mr. George 
Ballard, of Campden, in Gloatefterſhire,, made another copy 
from Jmiwss Ms. A. D. X75 1, in Ato. and prefixed a large 
preface, Mewing; the uſe and advantages of the: Anglô-Saxbn 
kterature. This: volume, Which is very fairly written. Mr. 
Ballard hequeathed by will o Dr. Charles Lyttelton, Biſhop of 
Carlifle, then Dean of, Exeter, to whom. the copy is addreſſed, 
and his lordſhip, was. {a condeſcending as to favour me with. 
the peruſal of it, and I have drawn. conſiderable helps from the 

This word is thought tobe a corruption of de miſtria mundi. See Profeſſor Haver- 
cany's Preface ta his edition; but rdther perhaps of bil miſeria, wrinen abbreviarely 
in the old exemplar, whence the, M88. in being were taken. Or. miſia, and miſread. 
by ot on d a rt, er i Log 

Hickeſii Diſſert. Epiſt. ad Barth. Shower, Pp. . 

Mr. Elſtob, peaking of the method he had uſed in, tranſlating the Saxon 
Lomily abovementioned, ſays, he had done it, iifdem fere verbis repoſitis quæ in 
Saxonica olim transfuſa, veFex . e . tuo, vel ex Beda noftrate 
vel utroque Diacona;\1ex;þgbannertt Paulo. Hadem plane ruriana, qua Lak 56 
* OromuMme nabis elucubratum feis;; Epiſt. ad ſororem, præmiſſ. Lat. verſ. Homiliæ 
Saxonicæ, whence it ante de 5 1200 a body of notes upon Oroſius in a 
volume ſeparite from ihe icopy he had made df the Saxbn verſion, for nothing of 
this kind appears in the copy. Perhaps they were intended to be tranſcribed into 
the blank leaves at the ond of che copy, Which. are numerous. 


3 5m Of | preface 
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preface! relative to Mr, Elſtob and his learned ſiſter, as appears 
above, and will be further evident in the ſequel. Both Dr. 
Marſhal and Mr. Ballard * feem to have had it in their intention 
to publiſh the Saxon verſion of Oroſius * ; but, however that was, 
the caſe is clear in regard to Mr. Elſtob, concerning whom Mr. 
Ballard writes, It is very certain that the reverend and learned 
Mr. Elſtob tranſcribed it with that view, and accordingly 
© printed a ſpecimen of it, which I have ſeen ; it bore the fol- 
© lowing title. HoRMESTA PAULI ORos11 quam olim patrio ſer- 
none donauvit AELFREDUS MAGNUS, ANGLO SAXO0NUM Rex 
doc liſimus, ad exemplar JUNIANUM deſcriptam edidif WILLI- 
© ELMUS ELSTOB, A. M. et Coll. Univ. Socius. Oxonie, e Theatro 
© Sheldoniano A, D. MÞCIC.” 8 


Mr. Elſtob was particularly uſeful to his ſiſter, in the great 
advances ſhe made in literature, as likewiſe in her publications. 
This ſhe teſtifies, both in her preface to the edition of the Saxon 
Homilv, and in the MS. Life of her brother. But concerning 
her, I muſt now ſubjoin ſome few Memoirs, and the rather, be- 
cauſe, as ſhe was living when Mr. Ballard publiſhed his Memoirs 


of the learned Ladies of Great Britain, anno 1752, there is no | 


account of her in that work. Mr. Ballard otherwiſe was well 
acquainted with her, correſponded with her, and had the higheft 
eſteem for her on account of her uncommon learning and ac- 
compliſhments, and doubtleſs would have done all proper 
honour to her memory on that occaſion. | 

She was born in the pariſh of St. Nicholas, in Newcaſtle upon 
Tyne, September 29, 1683, ſo that ſhe was ten years younger 
than her brother. Her mother, who was a great admirer of 
learning, eſpecially in her own ſex, obſerved the particular fond- 


x 


See Mr. Ballard's Pref. p. 47. 


With which the learned world were favoured: in 177 z. by the Hon. Daines Bar- 
rington. See Ballard's Preface, and alſo Wanley's Catalogue of Saxon MSS, p. 8 5. 
and Mrs. Elſtob's Preface to Homily on St. Gregory's Day, p. 6. 
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neſs which her daughter had for backs, and omitted 99" 
that might tend to her improvement ſo long as ſhe lived; but 
alas ! ſhe was ſo unfortunate as to loſe her mother when ſhe was 
about eight years of age, and had but juſt gone through her Ac- 
cidence and Grammar, A ſtop was now put to her progreſs for 
a time, through a vulgar miſtaken notion of her guardian, ht 
one Tongue was enough for a woman. However, the force of na- 
tural inclination ſtill carried her to improve her mind in the beſt 
manner ſhe could, and as her propenſity was ſtrong towards lan- 


guages, ſhe with much difficulty obtained leave to learn the 


French tongue. But her ſituation in this reſpect was happily 
much altered when ſhe went to live with her brother, who, being 
impreſſed with more liberal ſentiments concerning the education 
of women, very joyfully aſſiſted and encouraged her in her 
ſtudies for the whole time he lived. Under his eye, ſhe tranſlated. 
and publiſhed an Kay on Glory, written in French by the cele- 
brated Mademoiſelle de Scudery. But what characterizes Mrs. 
Elſtob moſt, ſhe, as ſhe intimates in her Dedication to the Saxon 
Homily, was the firſt Engliſh woman that had ever attempted 


that ancient and obſolete language, and I ſuppoſe is alſo the laſt. 


But ſhe was an excellent linguiſt in other reſpects, being not only 
miſtreſs of her own and the Latin tongue, but alſo of ſeven other 
languages. And ſhe owed all her ſkill in the learned tongues, 
except what may be aſcribed to her own diligence and appli- 
cation, to her brother. She was withal a good antiquary and 
divine, as appears evidently from her works, which I muſt now 
recite. | 

She publiſhed an Engliſh-Saxon Homily on the Birth-day, that 
is, the Death-day, of St. Gregory, anciently uſed in the Engliſh- 


Saxon church, giving an account of the converſion of the Engliſn 


Epiſt. F ratris ad eam citat, ſupra. - 


from 
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'from Paganiſm to Chriſtianity, tranſlated into modern Engliſh, 
with notes, &c. London, 1709. It is a pompous book, in large 
- oftavo, with a fine - frontiſpiece, headpieces, tailpieces, and 
blooming letters. She dedicates her work, which was printed 
by ſubſcription, to queen Anne. Mr. Thoreſby, in the Ducatus 
Leod. p. 129, gives notice of this intended publication *, and 
there ſtyles her the ay celebrated Saxon Nymph. Her preface, 
which i indeed an excellent and learned performance, was par- | 
ticularly ſerviceable to Mr. Ballard, who has made good uſe of 
it, in evincing the advantages of the Anglo-Saxon literature, and 
ingennouſly acknowledges it 

A. D. 1715, ſhe printed © The Rudiments of Grammar for 
© the Engliſh Saxon tongue, firſt given in Engliſh 3; with an 
.< Apology for the Study of Northern Antiquities, 4to. It was 
intended to be preſented to the princeſs Sophia; but as ſhe. died 
before it made its appearance, it is dedicated to the late queen 
Caroline, then princeſs of Wales. The Apology is addreſſed to 
the moit learned Dr. Hickes. 

The Life of ber brother and of herſelf, written at the requeſt 
of Mr. Ballard, have been noticed above; wherefore I omit them 
here, only remarking, that it appears from a note of Mr. Ballard's, | 
on the former piece, that ſhe had drawn up the pedigree of her | 
family, very curiouſly, upon vellum; ſhewing, that, by the ma- 4 
ternal fide, the E/Jobs were deſcended from the old kings or | 
princes of Wales; in the middle there was. a cotumn, on the | 
top of which ſtood king Brockmail, on one ſide the paternal, and 
on the other maternal deſcents. It was in the earl of Oxford's 


Her work was publiſhed before Mr. Thoreſby's, his Dedi cation bearing date 
77143 but, I preſume, he had written this paſlage, before her book, to > Won he | 
was a ſubſcriber, was publiſhed. : | 
* See his MS. Preface to Oroſius. 
3 Dr. Hickes's labours on the ſubject being in Latin. 


Itbrary, 
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Übrary. Moreover, ſhe tells us in her own life, chat ſhe had 
taken an exact copy of the Textur Raſfanſi upon vellum, now 
in the library of that great and generous encourager of learn- 
© ing, the late right honourable the earl of Oxford.“ My friend 
Mr. Aſtle has now a MS. volume in his collection, chiefly in her 
hand- writing, but partly in that of her brother, intituled, Co/- 
ledlanea quadam Anglo-Saxonica, e Codd. MSS. hinc inde confefta. 
And in this original Texzus Rofenfis there is the Saxon alphabet 
on the reverſe of the ſecond folio. 2 80 E. E. which I % 1/208 
muſt be her name. 

It appears alſo from a 8 of her brother 8. that ſhe” had 
joined with him in preparing and adorning an edition of Gregory's 
Paſtoral *; a work which, I imagine, was intended to include 
both the original, and the Saxon verſion of it. And ſhe in- 
forms us herſelf, in her Life, that ſhe had tranſcribed all the 
Hymns from an Ancient MS, belonging to the church of 
* Sarum.” 

In the Preface to the Anglo-Saxon Grammar, p. 11. ſhe ſpeaks 
of a work of a larger extent, in which ſhe was engaged, and 
which had amply experienced Dr. Hickks's encouragement. This 
was a Saxon Homilarium, or a collection of the Engliſh Saxon 
Homilies of Alfric, archbiſhop of Canterbury. It was a noble 
though unſuccesful enterprize, and indeed 'her moſt capital un- 
dertaking. Mr. Ballard gives the following account of it. * Dr. 
« Hickes, well knowing the great uſe which thoſe Homilies had 
£'been of, and ſtill might be, to the church of England, deſigned 
© to publiſh, among other Saxon tracts, a volume of Saxon 
„ Homilies. But then he tells us *, that though for want of 
further encouragement he could not carry on any one of thoſe 


* Epilt. Fratris ad eam ſupra laudata. 
* Hickes's Dedication to the irt volume of his Sermons. 
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© defigns, yet it was no ſmall pleaſure to him, to ſee one of the 
<* moſt conſiderable of them attempted, with ſo much ſucceſs, 
© by Mrs. Elizabeth Elſtob, „who,“ adds he, „ with incredible 
< induſtry hath furniſhed a Saxon HoMILARIUM, or a Collection 
© of the Engliſh-Saxon Homilies of Alfric, archbiſhop of Can- 
c terbary, which ſhe hath tranſlated, and adorned with learned 
and uſeful notes, and for the printing of which ſhe hath 
«© publiſhed propoſals; and I cannot but wiſh that for her own 
<« ſake, as well as for the advancement of the Septentrional learn- 
<* ing, and for the honour of our Engliſh-Saxon anceſtors, the 
* ſervice of the Church of England, the credit of our country, 
« and the honour of her ſex, that learned and maſt ſtudious 
« gentlewoman may find ſuch encouragement as ſhe and her 
great undertaking deſerve.” This work was begun printing 
© in a very pompous folio at the theatre in Oxon (and five or 
more of the Homilies were wrought off in a very beautiful 
< manner), and was to have born the following title. The Engli/h 
Saxon Homilies of AELFRIC, archbi/hop of CANTERBURY, 200 
* Aouriſhed in the latter end of the tenth century, and the beginning 
* of the eleventh. Being a Courſe of Sermons collected out of the 
* Writings of the ancient LATIN Fathers, containing the Do&rines, 
Ec. of the Church of ENGLAND before the NORMAN Congue/t, 
and ſhewing its purity from many of thoſe Popiſb innovations and 
© corruptions which were afterwards introduced into the Church. 
* Now fir printed and tranſlated into the language of the freſent 
s 7110s, by ELIRABETH ELSTOB *. 

This elogium of Mrs. Elſtob, and her undertaking, by ſo great 
a'man, and a perſon ſo well verſed in the ſubject as Dr. Hickes, 
redounds infinitely to the lady's honour; the deſign, however, 
though ſo proſperouſly begun, and even ſo far advanced, proved 


And, as ſhe mentions in her own Life, had added the various readings. 
* Ballard's MS. Preface to Oroſius, penes Epilc. Catleol. 


E 


abortive, 
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abortive, for the work was never publiſhed; for want, I imagine 
of encouragement ; what is become of the MS. I have not at 
preſent learned. 10 enn 


But this excellent woman, her profound learning, and maſ- 
culine abilities notwithſtanding, was very unfortunate in life. 
After the death of her brother, and the ill ſucceſs of her ſtudies, 
ſhe was obliged to depend upon her friends for ſubſiſtence, but 
did not meet with that generoſity ſhe might reaſonably expect; 
biſhop Smalridge being the only perſon from whom ſhe received 
any relief. After being ſupported by his friendly hand for a 
while, ſhe at laſt. could not bear the. thoughts of continuing a 
burthen to one who was not very opulent himſelf; and being 
ſhocked with the cold reſpect of ſome, and the haughty ſcorn 
of others, ſhe determined to retire to a place unknown, and to 
try to get her bread by teaching children to read and work, and 
ſhe ſettled for that purpoſe at Eveſham in Worceſterſhire. 

At Eveſham ſhe led at firſt but an uncomfortable and-penurious 
life; but growing acquainted afterwards with the gentry of the 
town, her affairs mended, but ſtill ſhe ſcarce had time to eat, 
much leſs for ſtudy *. She became known after this to Mr. 
Ballard *, whom I have ſo often mentioned; and about the year 


1733 


Her own account of her ſituation at Eveſham goes thus: I had ſeveral other 
* defigns, but was unhappily hindered by a neceſſity of getting my bread, which, 

with much difficulty, labour, and ill health, I have endeavoured to do for many 
years, with very indifferent ſucceſs. If it had not been that Almighty God was 
oraciouſly pleaſed to raiſe me up lately ſome gracious and good friends, I could 
not have ſubſiſted ; to whom I always was, and will, by the grace of God, be 
molt grateful.' MS. Life. 
2 Ballard's Memoirs, p. 249. This Mr. Ballard was a moſt extraordinary perſon: 
he was bred in low life, a woman's taylor, at Campden, in Glouceſterſhire, but 
having a turn for letters, and in particular towards the Saxon learning, he became 
acquainted, from a ſimilarity of ſtudy with Mrs. Elſtob, after ſhe was ſettled at 
Eveſham. By the aſſiſtance of the Rev. Mr. Talbot, vicar of Keinton, in War- 
wickſhire, and a recommendation to the Preſident of Magdalen College, Oxon, i 

remove 


x ĩ %5., 7X 


OF, THE TEXTVUS ROFFENSIS. 27 


1,733, one Mrs. Capon, the wife of a clergyman of French ex- 
traction, who kept a private. boarding ſchool at Stanton, in Glou- 
ceſterſhire, and was herſelf a perſon of literature, enquired of 
him after her, and being informed of the place of her abode, 


to promote a ſubſcription in her behalf. This letter, which was 
extremely well written, deſcribing her merit, her extenſive learn- 


death, her multiplied diſtreſſes afterwards, and the meekneſs and 
an annuity of twenty guineas was raiſed for her. This enabled 


of that food of the mind, from which ſhe had been ſo long 
obliged to faſt. A lady, ſoon after, ſhewed Mrs. Capon's letter 
to queen Caroline, who, recollecting her name *, and delighted 
with the opportunity of taking ſuch eminent merit into her 
protection, ſaid, ſhe would allow her twenty pounds per aunum; 


ſchool for young ladies of a higher rank, I will, inſtead of an 
annual allowance, ſend her one hundred pounds now, and repeat 
the ſame at the end of every five years. On the death of queen 
Caroline, anno 1737, a moſt unlucky event in appearance for 
poor Mrs. Elſtob, ſhe was ſeaſonably recommended to the preſent 
dutcheſs dowager of Portland ; and her grace, to whole father, 
the earl of Oxford, ſhe had been well known, was pleaſed of 
her goodneſs to appoint her governeſs to her children; this was 
removed to that Univerſity, The Preſident appointed him one of the eight clerks 
of his college, which furniſhed him with chambers and commons; and thus being 
a Gremial, he was afterwards elected, by the procurement of the Prefident, one of 
the Beadles of the Univerſity. See more of him in the Anecdotes of Bowyer, pp. 


10. 500. f 
On account of the Dedication beforementioned. 
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made her a viſit. . Mrs. Capon, not being in circumſtances to 
aſſiſt her herſelf, wrote a circular letter to her friends, in order 


ing, her printed works, her eaſe and affluence till her brother's 
Patience with which ſhe bore them, had the deſired effect, and 


her to keep an aſſiſtant, by which means ſhe could again taſte. 


but, adds ſhe, as ſhe is ſo proper to be miſtreſs of a boarding 
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in the year 1739; and from this period, the letters ſhe-wrote to 
Mr. Ballard, which are now in the Bodleian Library, are ob- 

ſerved to have a more ſprightly turn, and the feems to have been 
exceedingly happy in her fituation, To be ſhort, ſhe died in 
an advanced age, in her Grace's ſervice, May 30, 1756, and 
was buried at St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter. I am obliged to my 

much eſteemed friend, Mr. Thomas Seward, reſidentiary of” 
Lichfield, for the above very particular account of the latter part 

of Mrs. Elſtob's life; and as this gentleman knew both her and: 
Mrs. Capon perſonally, and was one of the ſubſcribers above- 

mentioned, the narrative may be depended upon *. 


I proceed now to peak of the mne publications of the 
Textus Roffenſis: 

Dr. Harris's Hiſtory of Kent was publiſhed, anno 1719, as 
was mentioned. He has printed ſeveral extracts from the Textus, 
as has been already noted, but always gives the Saxon in the 
common type; I think nothing appears here, but what had been 
already publiſhed, except that p. 32. he gives us the Arabick nu- 
meral characters from it, as they appear on the top of each leaf, 
or each other page, which he ſuppoſes to be of the ſame age 
with the book itſelf, which might be finiſhed, as he conjectures, 
about anno 1120. This I think to be a point very doubtful, 
ſince the numerals that appear in the book, where they are often 
applied, are always Roman, a ſtrong preſumption, that theſe 
characters on the top of the leaves have been added ſince. How- 
ever, the Doctor has added theſe numeral characters to Mrs. 
Elſtob's alphabet on the reverſe of the ſecond folio in the original, 
in his own hand-writing, with this note: This fhews theſe Arabic \ 
characters to have been uſed here about the year 1115, when Er- . 
nulfus was conſecrated *. : 

Some farther particulars both of Mrs. Elſtob and her brother may . be ſeen in 
the Anecdotes of Bowyer, pp. 11. 48. 110. 316. 498. 502. 828. 


See what has been ſaid above on this ſubject. 
* See what has been ſaid upon this, 
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T have heard that a bad accident happened to our MS. at this 
time, which endangered the entire loſs of it. Being carried by 
water from Rocheſter to London, and back again, the book by 
ſome means or other. fell in its return into the water, but was 
happily recovered, and without much damage; for when I ſaw 
it, about the year 1742, by the favour of the late archbiſhop» 
Herring, who was then biſhop of. Bangor and dean of Rocheſter, . 
it was in a very good condition, being a ſmall quarta on vellum, 
bound in red. The book has been in perils both by land and 
water, and I: preſume this laſt eſcape will prove a ſufficient warn- 


ing to the dean and chapter, not to ſuffer it to go any more out: 
of their cuſtody. 


Upon the return of the book to its abode at Rocheſter, the- 


learned Mr. John Johnſon 3,. rector of Cranbrook, in Kent, had 
recourſe to it; theſe are his words:. © Since my. tranſlation of 


„ thoſe Laws (of Wihfred king of Kent) was printed off, I was 
informed that this Texus was reſtored to its place of reſidence, . 
© and I had the favour of. peruſing it; but I found no variation 


© of moment, but what Mr. Somner. had taken notice of in his 
© written notes; yet, by inſpecting the original, I was able to 
6 diſtinguiſh between Mr. Somner's conjectural emendations, and 
© thoſe which he made from the text itſelf .“ Mr. Johnſon's Col- 
lection of Laws, &c. came out, anno 1720, in 2 vols. 8vo. 
A. D. 1720, Mr. Hearne, the famous Oxford Antiquary, pub- 
liſhed Sir Edward Dering's tranſcript in 8vo. by ſubſcription, at 
88. for the ſmall, and Tos. for the large paper. The tranſcript- 
had lain in the library. at Surenden-Dering, from A. D. 16 32, 


* The MS. itſelf,” ſays Mr. Johnſon, who ſaw- it after this diſaſter, * is in a very 


* fair hand, and well preſerved, ſave where it is tarniſhed by the ſalt-water it took 
in its late travels.“ ' Pref. to Collection of Laws, &c. p. iv. 


It has been new. bound ſince Dr. Harris uſed it, probably after its recovery 
from the deep. 


: Of whom a particular-account will be annexed to this Diſſertation. : 
* Johnſon' $ Preface to his Collection of Laws, &c. p. lit, 


and 
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and from thence the late John Anſtis, Eſq. Garter King at Arms, 
my very worthy friend, borrowed it for Mr. Hearne of the late 


Sir Edward Dering, ,a gentleman for whom I ſhall always profeſs. 


the higheſt eſteem. The Ms. does not now appear in the li- 


brary, having never been returned by theſe gentlemen; this, 


however, is not a thing of much cogſequence; ſince the firſt 


Baronet always intended his MS. for publication, and as it is 


now printed, and we can perfectly rely upon this editor for the 
accuracy of his performance - Mr. Hearne had both Sir Ed- 
ward Dering's leave for the publication, and that of the late 
Biſhop Atterbury, which laſt was procured for him by Mr. Anſtis. 


The editor has not printed the whole of Sir Edward Dering's 


tranſcript, for he has omitted ſome things, either already pub- 
liſhed, or that might be publiſhed by others, confining himſelf 
chiefly to ſuch matters as might relate ad rem diplomaticam *. 
Thus, for example, he has omitted the 74dicia Civitatis Lundoniæ, 
becauſe they are almoſt all extant in Brompton, and were in- 


tended to be inſerted by Dr. Wilkins in his edition of the Legg. 


Anglo-Saxon. It is a miſtake, therefore, in Biſhop Tanner, to ſay, 
that the whole Textus Roffen/is was printed by Mr. Hearne . There 
were ſome additions made by Sir Edward in the margin of his 
tranſcript 3 concerning theſe, the editor tells us, leſt they ſhould 
be thought an objection to the authority of the copy, Exſcrip- 
© torem fuiſſe virum eruditiſſimum, ipſique nulla privati emo- 
© lumenti ſpe fuiſſe decretum annotationes paullo prolixiores ac 
* uheriores in regiſtrum hoc ſcribere *” But we do not find 
that Sir Edward made any great advances in the deſign of a com- 
mentary; Mr. Hearne goes on, Adeo ut notulæ marginales 


2 The inſtrument which the accurate Sir William Blackflone has given us, p. iv. 


of his Introduction to his ſuperb edition of Magna Charta, &c. is copied from 


Hearne's edition. 
* Hearne's Pref. p. vii. 
3. Tanner's.Biblioth. p. 265, 
*.Hearne's Pref, p. xiii. 
(e quarum 
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OF THE TEXTUS ROFFEN S848. 


©linezque/fub aliquibus-vocibus in textu ductæ, ſunt exſcriptoris; 
© quas omnes ideo adjungendas cenfuimus, ne ei uditorum quiſ- 
* quam fidem noſtram ſuſpectam haberet, &c. As to theſe 
ſhields cum crucibus decuſſutis, they are the arms of Sir Edward 
Dering, which Mr. Hearne ſeems not to be aware of; for the 
coat of this family is O. a ſaltire 8. and the ſhields are always 


put againſt thoſe places where mention is made of the name of 
Dering; or of perſons that might probably belong to his family, 


and in order to inſinuate the ſame: ſee pp. 184, 185: 192. 200. 
218. 235. 


I would further note, that the tranſcript, procured by the 


Elſtobs, contains ſomething more than this of Sir Edward. There 
you have the genealogies printed by Dr. Gale; the names of the 
popes and emperors, the biſhops - of” Jeruſalem, the biſhops of 


Alexandria, the biſhops of ' Antioch, the archbiſhops of Canter- 


bury, the biſhops of Rocheſter, printed by Mr. Wharton, and 
the biſhops of the ſeveral ſees in England:: That chaſm in. 
Hearne; p. 127, is ſupplied, as likewiſe are all the other chaſms ; 


a large Saxon inſtrument beginning paða pe bircop gaGpine,' &c. 
occurs - alſo in Elſtob's- tranſcript ; and the catalogue of books, 
which is ſo ſhort-in- Hearne, p. 234, extends here to many 
Pages. 


My late good friend the very worthy and learned Dr: John 
Denne, archdeacon of Rocheſter, has been at the pains of col- 


lating his copy of Mr. Hearne's edition with the original Ms. 


throughout. He has noted where every leaf of the original 


begins, the true readings of the MS. in ſeveral places, an omiſſion 
here and there, and has tranſeribed the marginal additions that 
appear in the original by ſeveral later hands, as Mr. Lambard, 
Sir Edward. Dering, &c. The Doctor has moreover noted with 
the utmoſt care and diligence in what other MSS. the ſeveral 
inſtruments treaſured up in this chartulary are alſo to be found, 


31 
(e quarum ſane numero ſunt clypei cum crucibus decuſſatis), 


as. 


0 AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT, uc. 


as in the Regiſirum Temp. Raff. and the Cotton Library, which 
makes his book of greatly more value than the naked edition of 
Mr. Hearne. The Doctor was afterwards pleaſed to give me leave 
to tranſcribe into my copy all:-the annotations here mentioned, 
together with the references as above, which I got done by a very 
careful hand, the Rev. Mr. Richard, Huſband, minor canon of 
Rocheſter, my reſpectable friend. 

A. D. 1721, Dr. Wilkins's edition of the Angio-Saxon Laws 


came out in folio. He has compared the Laws of Ethelbert, 


Hlothere, and Eadric, with our MS. and ſupplied the defects and 


chaſms in De Laet's verſion; what other uſe he has made of the 
original, may be ſeen in his Preface. 


A. D. 1737. This gentleman publiſhed Concilia Magne Bri- 
:Zannie, 8c. in 4 volumes, folio.; and in the firſt volume are many 
articles from Spelman's former edition, compared with the Textus, 
and chiefly, as I think, by Mr. Somner, as may be collected from 
the Doctor's Pre face, p. ut, compared with Biſhop Kennet's Life 
of Somner, p. 89. 

COROLLARY. 

The Textus Roffen/is is doubtleſs in very ſafe and good hands; 
but if, by any accident, an unexpected misfortune ſhould. now 
happen to it, ſufficient care has been taken to perpetuate it, by 
the ſeveral publications above-mentioned; the ' tranſcripts * made 
by the Elſtobs, and the collation made by Dr. Denne, of which 
laſt there are at preſent two copies. However, whereas Dr. Wil- 
kins ſays, Maxime venerandum hoc monumentum antiquitatis 
in ſummum reipublice literariæ commedum typis expreſſum 
© extat *.3* this is not ſtrictly true, ſome parts of the MS. having 

not been yet printed; but they are nevertheleſs ſecured by the 
tranſcripts, | SAMUEL PEGGE. 


' I expreſs it plurally, on account of Mrs. Elſtob's own tranſcript on vellum, 
mentioned above. 


* Dr. Wilkins, Præf. ad Tanner's Biblioth. p. xliv. 
Bio- 
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Biographical Anecdotes of Mr. JOHNSON. 


OHN JOHNSON, the celebrated author of a ſingular 
. doctrine concerning the Euchariſt, was the ſon of Mr. Thomas 
Johnſon, vicar of Frindſbury, in Kent, by Mary his wife, daughter 
of the rev. Mr. Francis Drayton, rector of Little Chart, in the 
ſame county. He was born December 30, 1662 ; and his father 
dying when he was ſcarcely four years old, and his mother re- 
tiring to the country, he was put to the king's ſchool there, 
under Mr. Lovejoy, and at little more than x 5 years old admitted 
of Magdalen College, Cambridge, 167. He proceeded B. A. 
1682; and was ſoon after nominated, by the dean and chapter 
of Canterbury, to one of archbiſhop Parker's ſcholarſhips in 
Corpus Chriſti or Bene't College in the ſame univerſity, where 
he took the degree of M. A. 1685. Soon after, he entered into 
deacon's orders, and became curate to Mr. Thomas Hondras, at 
Hardres near Canterbury, and was ordained prieſt by biſhop 
Sprat, in Henry VII's chapel, 1686. Archbiſhop Sancroft col- 
lated him to the vicarage of Boughton under Blean, and allowed 
him to. hold by ſequeſtration the adjoining vicarage of Hernhill, 
both which churches he ſupplied himſelf every Sunday, In 
I689 he married Margaret daughter of Thomas Jenkin, gent. 
of the Iſle of Thanet, and ſiſter to the rev. Dr. Robert Jenkin, 
Maſter of St. John's College, Cambridge, and to the rev. Mr, 
Henry Jenkin, rector of Tilney in Norfolk. About this time, 
one Sale, who had forged letters of orders, and taking advan- 
F tage 
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tage of the interval between the ſuſpenſion of archbiſhop San- 
croft, and conſecration of archbiſhop Tillotſon, to find out the 
livings held by ſequeſtration. only, had got the broad ſeal for 
one for himſelf and another for his father; Mr. Jenkin took. 
inſtitution to Hernhill, and the archbiſhop, being then only ſuſ- 
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pended ab officio and not @ beneficio, preſented him to it, to 
which he was inſtituted, 1689, by Dr. Oxenden, vicar-general * 
to the archbiſhop, but then to the dean and chapter of Canter- ; | 


bury, guardians of the ſpiritualities during the ſuſpenſions 3 but 
as the living had been held by ſequeſtration ſo long as to belapſed 
to the crown, he found it neceſſary to take out the broad ſeal, 
1690. In 1697 archbiſhop Teniſon preſented him to the vi- 
carage of St. John's Margate, and of Appledore, on the edge of 
Romney Marſh, but he chole to hold the firſt by ſequeſtration 
only. Here, for the benefit of educating his two ſons, he took 
in two or three boarders, the ſons of particular friends ; but, 
finding he could not attend his little ſchool and his great curacy, 
and his ſtudies, in a manner ſatis factory to himſelf, he reſigned 
Margate, and ſettled at Appledore, 1703. When his eldeſt fon 
went before the age of 15 to the Univerſity, 1705, he diſmifled 
| his boarders, ſending his other fon to ſchool to qualify him for 
5 buſineſs, + But the marſhy air brought on a ſevere illneſs on 
himſelf and family. He obtained the vicarage of Cranbrook 
of the archbiſhop, 1707, and there he continued to his death, 
keeping a curate both there and at Appledore. In the years 1710 
and 1713, he was choſen proctor in convocation for the dioceſe 
of Canterbury, which introduced him to the acquaintance of the 
moſt eminent clergy of the province. A little before he left 
Appledore, he printed ſeveral Tracts, to which he declined put- 
ting his name till they came to a ſecond edition. The firſt was 
a Paraphraſe, with notes, on the Pſalms, according to the tranſ- 
lation in the Common Prayer Book, intituled, “ Holy David and 
“his 
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OF MR. JOHNSON. "+ 


60 his old Engliſh Tranſlation cleared, 1706;” he next printed“ The 


„ Clergyman's Vade Mecum, 1708,” which went through a 5th 
edition, 1727; the ſecond part, 1709, had a third edition. In 1710 
he wrote and publiſhed “ Propitiatory Oblations in the holy Eu- 


& chariſt truly ſtated and defended from ſcripture, and antiquity, 
* and the common ſervice of the Church of England.” He was 
quickly known to be the author of this book, which being attackt 
by Dr. Wiſe of Canterbury, put the author quite out of favour 
at Lambeth during the reſt of archbiſhop Teniſon's time. But this 
ſerved but to induce him to handle the argument more at large, 
and prove the Euchariſt to be a true and proper facrifice from 
the authority of ſcripture and the teſtimony of the antient 
fathers and liturgies of the firſt, fourth, or fifth centuries after 
Chriſt. This he did in “ The unbloody facrifice and altar un- 
« veiled and ſupported: In which the nature of the Euchariſt 
„ is explained according to the ſentiments of the Chriſtian 
& church in the four firſt centuries, proving that the Euchariſt 
„ is a proper material ſacrifice ; that it is both euchariſtic and 
% propitiatory; that it is to be offered by proper officers; that the 


& oblation is to be made on a proper altar; that it is to be con- 


„ {ſumed by manducation : to which is added, a proof that what 
% our Saviour ſpeaks concerning eating his fleſh, and drinking 
& his blood, in the ſixth chapter of St. John's Goſpel, is prin- 
“ cipally meant of the Euchariſt. With a prefatory epiſtle to 
& the Lord Biſhop of Norwich, animadverting on Dr. Wiſe's book, 


« which he calls the Chriſtian Euchariſt ſtated, and ſome 
Reflections on a ſtitched book, intituled, an Anſwer to the 


Exceptions made againſt the Lord Biſhop of Oxford's Charge. 
% Part I.” To this he ſet his name. The ſecond part was pub- 
liſhed 1717, with anſwers to a freſh reply of Dr. Wile; 
another by Mr. Lewis, his ſucceſſor at Margate; and a third by 
Mr. Pfatty, a Lutheran Divine, tutor to the prince of Wertemberg, 
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who took upon him to be moderator in this controverſy. His next 


publication was A Collection of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, Canons,” 
&c. in two volumes, 8vo. In 1724, the firſt volume of his 
&« Unbloody Sacrifice” was re-printed, with a Reply to Dr. Rymer's 
“ General Repreſentation of Revealed Religion, 1723,” and 
„The Doctrine of the Euchariſt ſtated, 1720;” as alſo to the 1 2th 


of Dr. Clarke's XVII Sermons. His“ Primitive Communicant,” 


« Explanation of DanieFs LXX Weeks, a Sermon at Canterbury 
ce ſchool- feaſt, with a Preface, ſhewing, that no letters were 
© before Moſes,” were publiſhed after his deceaſe, with his Life, 
by his friend Mr. Thomas Brett, 174, as were alſo ſome other 
armor pieces. 

r. Johnſon had two ſons and three daughters. His eldeſt 
. died in her infancy: his youngeſt ſon ſoon after he had 
bound him apprentice to Mr. Knaplock, his bookſeller ; and a 
few years after, his youngeſt daughter died in the prime of life. 
His eldeſt ſon was fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, 
where he took the degree of Batchelor of Divinity, and was 
preſented by the Univerſity to the living of Standiſh, in the county 
of Lancaſter, worth 800. per annum; but before he had enjoyed 
it one whole year, he had the mis fortune to break his leg, which 
threw him into a fever, of which he died in a few days, about 
Chriſtmas, 1723. Mr. Johnſon could not overcome this ſevere 
ſtroke, though he intermitted not his ſtudies, nor the duties of 
his office: yet from this time his ſtrength viſibly decayed, and 
he was afflicted with a ſhortneſs of breath, which increaſed on 
him till he died, about two years after his fon, Dec. 15, 1725, 
having juſt reached the 63d year of his age. He was buried in 
the church-yard of Cranbrook, cloſe to the veſtry-wall.. Over 
his grave is erected a handſome altar monument of grey marble, 
with this infcription : Joby Johnſon, Vicar ;, but on the other 
ſide 
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ſide of the wall within the veſtry is the following inſcription 
on a mural monument of white marble. 


Extra hunc parietem . 
> ſub tumulo lapideo requieſcit 
JOANNES JOHNSON, A M. 
per annos octodecim hujus eccleliz paſtor, 
morum caſtitate, ingenii acumine, 
interioribus & reconditis literis ornatiſſimus, 
filius reverendi Thomæ Johnſon 
de Frindſbury in diocæſi Roffenſ. vicariæ, 
et Mariæ filiæ reverendi Franciſci Drayton 
Chart Parvæ hujus diocæſeos rectoris. 
Uxorem habuit Margaretam, 
filiam Thome Jenkin, 
in inſula de Thanet generoſi, 
de qua quinque ſuſcepit liberos, 
quorum quatuor ſuperſtitit, 
viz. Margaretæ incunabulis mortuz, 
Thomæ Londini fepulto, 
Alteri Margaretæ ſiniſtra patris dormienti 
Joanni 8. T. B. de Standiſh 
in comitatu Lancaſtrienſi rectori, 
Paternæ virtutis, ingenii & eruditionis 
exemplari, 
cujus poſt mortem cum fere per biennium ] 
ægre ſuſpiria duxifſet 
animam ſpei beatæ immortalitatis plenam 
Deo reſtituit 15 die Decembris, 
A. D. 1725, ætatis 63. 
Eccleſiæ Anglicanæ pugil, ſchiſmatis debellator 
Occidit — ſi plura quæris ſcripta mortui verſato. 
Pientiſſima filia Maria Johnſon poſuit. 


— 


The following is the character drawn of him by his friend 
and biographer Dr. Brett. 


As no prieſt was more careful and diligent to inſtruct thoſe 
committed to his care in the knowledge of their duty by his 
ſermons, ſo was he no leſs careful to inſtruct them by his 


example 
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example in a regular Ohriſtian Uſe." None Was better beloved 


by his pariſhioners, and all Who had the happineſs of his ac- 


quaintance ; and when we conſider his learning, and his critical 
{kill in the languages proper, not to ſay neceſſary, for a divine, 
his great and extenſive knowledge of the canons and conſti- 
tutions of the Chriſtian Church,: and the cuſtoms and diſcipline 
in the ſeveral ages, from the firſt planting of the goſpel downward 
to our own times, and his capacity to teach them, and alſo his 
exemplary life and converſation, we may as juſtly ſay of him 
what was ſaid of the learned Mr. Bingham, in Miſt's Journal, 
January 4, 172%. Nui patriarchatum in eccleſia meruit parochus 
ot. His converſation was eaſy and chearful, and very improv- 
ing. It any one departed out of his company without learning 
ſomething from him, it was his own fault. He was very diligent 
in the performing of all parochial duties : he read prayers every 
morning 1n his pariſh church ; when he was at home, he preached 
twice every Sunday; frequently inſtructed children in the 
Catechiſm ; adminiſtered the Holy Euchariſt every month ; was 
diligent in viſiting the ſick, or any other that needed his ghoſtly 
advice or prayers; and, in a word, uſed that faithful diligence 
which he promiſed when he was admitted into the order of 
prieſthood, He was a dutiful ſon, a loving huſband, a tender 
and careful father, an obliging kind friend, and conſcientiouſly 
careful to diſcharge his duty in every relation.” 


The following anecdote the late Mr. Jones of Welwyn had 
from ſome of his pariſhioners ; which is confirmed by the large 
baptiſtery ſtill ſubſiſting in Cranbrook church, © Mr. Johnſon, 
when he came to reſide at Cranbrook, finding that many of the 
inhabitants were Anabaptiſts, or rather Bapz/7s, as they affected to 
ſtyle themſelves ; uſed many arguments to perſuade them to con- 
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form to the church. They DN a great objection, to. the practice 
of ſprinkling in baptiſm; and id, that the church i in a manner 
excluded them from her communion in refuſing t. to baptize by 
immerſion. Mr. Johnſon readily allowed the propriety of that 
practice, according to the original inſtitution ; and, to remove 
this difficulty, cauſed a large baptiſtery to be erected in the 
church. Upon this, moſt of the Anabaptiſts in Bis pariſh were 
dipped, &c. and were received into the church, to which they 
owned they had no farther objection. And Mr. Johnſon, on 
his part, aſſured them he had no objection to the practice of 
dipping ; and from that time they lived in perfect harmony to- 
gether. R. W.“ 

He was ſenſible that the Church of England allowed Immerſion, 
at the ſame time that it allowed alſo Aſperſion; and he well knew 
that he was at liberty to admit adult perſons into the fellowſhip 
of this church by the ceremony of dipping, &c. 

The women had a grave matron (called a Deaconeſs), to 
attend their baptiſm. And all was conducted with great decency. 

They had aſked him where they ſhould find room? He readily 
anſwered, There is a large chancel at liberty. 

Thoſe that came over to the eſtabliſhed communion, upon his 
ſhewing them this civility and condeſcenſion, aſſembled by his 
direction in the chancel to attend divine ſervice; for ſeveral of 
them were unſupplied with ſeats in the body of the church. 

This anecdote entirely removes the uncharitable ſuppoſition of 
Mr. Johnſon's Biographer Dr. Brett, who, after ſaying that he 
was much loved and highly eſteemed by all his pariſhioners at 
Cranbrook who were friends to the Church of England as by 
law eftabhſhed, adds, “ But as there were many diſſenters of all 
* denominations in that place, and ſome who, though they fre- 
& quented the church, yet ſeemed to like Dulenters apa than 


Chucch- 
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« Churchmen, I cannot fay how they loved or eſteemed him, 
de However, his life and converfation was ſuch that even they 
e could find nothing in him to difpleate them, except his known 
te affection to the Church of England. Some of thefe favourers 


©< of the Diſſenters endeavoured to make him uneaſy, and to ſpirit 


up a party in the church againſt him; but failed in r de- 
cc ſigns : his friends were too many for them.” | 
The ſucceffor in that vicarage was not of ſo obliging a temper 


as Mr. Johnſon ; and the Baptiſtery is ſuffered to run to ruin, or 
1s conſiderably Ine | 
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ANECDOTES inſerted in the Regifter of CRANBROOK, 
' by the Reverend JOHN. JOHNSON, Vicar. 


% MEMORANDUM: 


HIS grace William archbiſhop of Canterbury did, at the 
requeſt of John Johnſon, Vicar of Cranbrook, adminiſter con- 
firmation at this place to above thirteen hundred perſons, of 
which one third at leaſt were of this-pariſh,. on Sunday, June 
24th, being St. John Baptiſt's Feaſt,, anno Domini 1716. There 
had been no confirmation here in 28, years before, that is, ſince 
the fatal year 1688, when the moſt reverend archbiſhop San- 
croft, of pious memory, being diſcharged from his cuſtody. in 
the Tower, upon a trial in the King's Bench, ſent biſhop Levinz 
(of Man Inſ.) to perform the office of Confirmation throughout 
the dioceſe, as he did biſhop Lloyd, of Norwich, ſome years 
before. The ſame archbiſhop, of his own free motion, again 
adminiſtered confirmation here on Sunday, June 21, 1724, to 
about thirteen hundred perſons, . as his chaplain who attended 
him in the office told me ; yet one of his grace's liverymen, who 
ſaid. he numbered them, affirmed to me, that they. were. but 
twelve hundred,” CET | 
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Some account of the Vicars of Cranbrook : 


1503, The firſt vicar of whom I can get any information, 
was Richard Wilſon ; I have nothing of him but his name, and 
that from ſome pannels of glaſs in the vicarage-houle in yellow 
paint, Wr date 1503. 

I 534. Sir Hugh ap Rice returned a certificate into the Ex- 
chequer, giving an account of the value of this vicarage.z upon 


which certificate this Vicarage was taxed according to che rate at 
which it now ſtands in the king's books. 


The copy of the certificate here follows: 

Cranbrook, the certificate of Sir Hugh ap Rice, vicar, theſe. 
Firſt, a houſe with 111 Toods of meadow, xIIIS. 1111d. 
Item, III manſions worth yearly XI11s. IIII d. | 
Item, one other manſion worth yearly xx e. 


"a 


caſual profits,” 
worth yearly x1tXx1. | 


Item, -1111 offering days vii I. vis. 0 Ha 
Item, other caſual profits L111s. 111, | 3G Fl 


6 


Sum*,, XXXI. vIISs. 111d, whereof to be deducted for the 
pariſh prieſt x 1. ol 7 126. : 

Item, for the proxies to the e N vis. Rid 10 ( 

Item, in quyt rents paid yearly XIIIId. 2 1100 20 T. 


— 


Sum deducted x1.'viiis. (4d. ſhould have been added) «ne 1 
remained de claro xX1x1. XIXs. vid.“ 


This was drawn, A. D. 1534, and ſo it ſtandeth to this a5. 


This I took from a tranſcript of Mr. Aro Eaſon' S, W ho! 18 an 
oſſicer of the firſt fruits and tenths. ; 


1556, The pariſh is charged with a gebt of al. due to Mr. 


* 


Dr. Hues for books. 1 ſuppoſe this doctor being vicar, had pro- 


cured a new ſet of books for the Popiſh ſervice. That this debt 
was eyer paid does not appear. 


1558. 


* 


a 
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1558. Richard Fletcher was made vicar here, the firſt Pro- 
teitant predeceſſor that I meet with. He continued-vicar 27 years, 
and lies buried on the north ſide of the church towards the upper 
end. He let a leaſe of the tenements belonging to this vicarage 
tor 99 years to come, viz, from 1562 to 1661, and had it con- 
firmed by the archbuhop, and the dean. and chapter of Canterbury, 
During all. this time the vicar received but 138. 4d. per annum 
for them. His ſon Richard was dean of Peterburgh, when the 
Queen of Scots was executed at Fotheringay Caſtle, and ſo diſ- 
played his loyalty on that occaſion, that he ſoon became biſhop 
of Briſtol; but not till his father was firſt dead, viz. 1589; 
therefore the monument in our chancel ſays not true, when it 
tells us, the father ſaw this ſon biſhop of Briſtol. He was after- 
terwards advanced to the ſee of Worceſter, and from. thence. to 
London. There he fell under the queen's diſpleaſure, and was 
ſuſpended; that he was reſtored. before his death is not certain. 
Botli he and his brother Gibs, the famous embaſſador to the Czar 
of Muſcovy, made Cranbrook. vicarage their nurſery. Here 


their wives lay in, as appears by the regiſter. And even after 


the father's death, ſome of his ſon Gibs's children are buried 
here. Venner,. the famous Puritan, preached here, whether as 
curate, or (as I rather ſuppoſe) lecturer, I know not. This was 
during the decline of Father Fletcher's life, and. the diſgrace of 
archbiſhop. Grindal. One would wonder, that Richard, after- 
wards biſhop, did not uſe his intereſt with his fether (if he 
brought him hither) or with the Vicar-general, to remove a 
man of ſuch ſorry notions and fantaſtic principles. Mr. Fletcher 
died I585. | 
1585, Robert Roads, formerly preſident of St. John's College, 
Cambridge (where he was written) and continued here till 1589. 
His wife and he were buried in the ſame year. 


G 2 | 1389, 


— 


dl 


* 
44 MIR. JOHNSONs EXTRACTS 


1589, William Eddy ſucceeded, and continued here in low 
circumſtances till he died, 1616. I find no memorial of him, 
but that he was paid by the church-wardens for tranſcribing the 
regiſter fairly from 1558 into the large old parchment book; and 
that he had the clerk's wages given him for calling the Pſalm, 
&c, Mr. Fletcher and he continued Vicars 58 years; and 1 am 
perſuaded, that, by theſe two long incumbances, the ee or 
Vicar's tithe was eſtabliſhed. 

1616, Robert Abbot ſucceeded. What relation he bore to the 
archbiſhop of that name, I find not. But he was a man of 
eminent zeal and piety; and few, I am perſuaded, out-did him in 
learning and all commendable qualities. He defended the Church 
againſt the Browniſts. I do not know that any could do it better. 
I have read his book, and cannot but wonder to find ſuch a man 
here at that time of day, His Sermons, dedicated to the four 
principal families of the pariſh; viz. Roberts, Baker's, Henly's, 
and Courthop's, ſhew clearly, that he was a much greater man in 
polemical than in pulpit divinity. His “ Young Man's Warning= 
Piece” hath been more read than either of the other. It was 
publiſhed 1635. The reaſon of it was, one Rogers, a practiſing 
Apothecary, who, from a very pious youth, became a very de- 
bauched man, and could not be prevailed upon to receive the 
ſacrament at Eaſter, though he was to be excommunicated for 
that omiſſion; and died ſoon after in great horrours and terrours. 
Abbot weathered out here in the worſt of times till 1648 *. Then 
he was by the Rump Committee for Sequeſtrations ſent to another 
benefice, which he had long enjoyed together with this. At 
Smarden there was an Abbot; but, on comparing circumſtances, 
and conſidering Smarden books and ours, I remember ſome years 
ſince, I concluded that he of Smarden could not be the ſame 
with this of Cranbrook. 


1 1642-3, Walker's Sufferings of the "AY 183. 


6 1648. 


* 
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1648. John Williamſon, a ſtrict Preſbyterian, was intruded 
ere. The pariſhioners engaged to make the vicarage 1001. 
Per annum to him. To this end the churchwardens gathered 
the tithes and offerings, and the pariſhioners made up the de- 
ficiencies; but this could not laſt long. 

1652. William Goodrick fucceeded him. He made himſelf 
remarkable by walking in the Market- place with his tithing- 
book in his hand, and his inkhorn hanging on his buttons, . 
Saturday, and dunning his pariſhioners as he met them. 

1662. John Cowper came in upon the Bartholomew Act, and 
ſo diſmiſſed Goodrick, who yet for ſome time kept a conventicle 
Here. Cowper was a man of great wit and fine parts, but no 
"economiſt : he left 4 or 5 children to ſo many families in this 
country of the beſt quality; who all accepted their feveral 
legacies. 


1668. Mr. Charles Buck ſucceeded; a gentleman of good finw= 
tune, and who lived here with great hoſpitality ; and was re- 
markable for his long ſermons, till about 1694 it was thought 
neceſſary that he ſhould retire to London, for the cure of his 
head. From this time forward, Mr. Crowther the ſchool-maſter 
ſerved this cure till Mr. Buck died; viz. February 1706 though 


Mr. Buck returned to the vicarage two or three years before his 
death.“ 


Mr. Johnſon has noticed he could never find out what re- 
lation his predeceſſor Robert Abbot bore to the archbiſhop of 
that name. His grace had an elder brother John, who was 
biſhop of Saliſbury : is it likely that Robert was his ſon * ? Cran- 
brooke was a vicarage of ſmall value to be ſo long held by an 
archbiſhop's nephew; it is plain, however, that he alſo long 
Not from Wood, who only ſays that he left one ſon or more. Ath. Ox. I. 431. 
The writer of his life in the Biographia Britannica follows Wood. 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed another beneſice with this living. It is mentioned im 

the Biographical Dictionary that biſhop: Abbot. of Saliſbury,. who 

died the latter end of the year 1617, left one ſon and one 

daughter ;-and that he offended the archbiſhop by a ſecond mar- 

0 riage. Robert was in 1648: removed. from Cranbrooke by the 

committee for ſequeſtrations; the reaſon aſſigned. for it was, that 

he had taken another living, which by his own confeſſion was 

| inconſiſtent. So ſays Walker, adding, the reader will enquire 

| further whether that be true or not. Having. been, as Wood 
fays,. a frequent writer, we-ſhall ſubjoin his account of him. 

« Robert Abbot was of Cambridge, incorporated of Oxford, 
July 14, 1607. He was afterwards vicar, of Cranbrooke, in Kent, 
a ſider with the Preſbyterians in the rebellion which began in 
1642, was miniſter of Southwicke in Hampſhire,. and at length 
of St. Auſtin's church in Watling-ſtreet near St. Paul's. cathedral: 
in London, where, after he had been tumbled and toſſed to and 
fro, he enjoyed himſelf quietly for ſome years in his old age. 
He hath written and publiſhed ſeveral things, among which are, 

1. Foux Sermons,. &c. London, 1639, 8vo. dedicated to 
Walter Curle, biſhop of Wincheſter, to whom he had been 
ſervant, and who then exhibited to his two ſons, one at Oxford, 
and the other at Cambridge. 

2. Tryal of the Church Forſakers, Nc. on Heb. x. 2 3. London, 


1639. 
3. Milk for Babes, or a Mother's Catechiſm for her Children. 
London, 1646. | 
4. Three Sermons, printed in the former book. 
5. A Chriſtian Family builded by God, or Directions for Go- 
vernors of Families. London, 1635, at which time the author. 
was two years above the great climacterical year, 


*- Sufferings of the Clergy, p. 183. 
98 Other 


* FROM ANBROOK REGISTERS, 47 
Other things he hath alſo publiſhed (among which is, © Be 
"Thankful, London, and her Siſters,” a Sermon on Pſalm XxxxXI. 21. 
London, 1626), which for brevity ſake I now omit * 

It appears from Le Neve's Faſti that a John Abbot was collated 
in 1712 to the 6th prebendal alle in Canterbury cathedral, and that 
he was buried Sept. 1, 1615. 

Strype, in his Life of Archbiſhop Cranmer, p. 441. has obſerved, 
that Cranbrooke was one of the large towns in the dioceſe of 
Canterbury in which that prelate had noticed a learned man 
ought to be placed with a ſufficient ſtipend, At p. 274 of Strype's 
Life of Archbiſhop Parker is a table of the rate of arms pro- 
poſed to be found by the clergy of the dioceſe of Canterbury; 
and in this table Cranbrooke is one of the places mentioned. 


T Athen, Oxon. I. 431. Faſti J. 177. 
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